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Mission Statement
The Phoenix Central School District is committed to a challenging educational program that promotes academic and personal growth for all 
students. Each student will become a confident, productive, responsible individual with a strong academic foundation and the ability to make 
positive ethical choices. Our goal is to cultivate a sense of pride, character and accountability in our students, our schools and community.  The 
Board of Education, school staff, parents, students and other members of the community share responsibility for this mission.
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Sixteen John C. 
Birdlebough High School 
students were recognized 
for academic success 
and community service 
during a recent National 
Honor Society induction 
ceremony.

Each inductee 
demonstrated scholarship, 
service, leadership and 
character. These four pillars 
of the organization will 
serve as a solid foundation 
for the students’ future, 
noted JCB Principal 
Thomas Bailer. 

“These qualities you 
possess have shone 

through your actions and 
subsequently have earned 
you the distinguished 
honor of being inducted,” 
Bailer said. “I want you 
to know how extremely 
proud we all are; this 
achievement is one you 
should be proud of, and 
one for which I know you 
will continue your path to 
greatness.”

NHS adviser Angie Neiss 

also lauded the students’ 
accomplishments and 
congratulated them on 
their contributions to the 
Phoenix Central School 
District and beyond. She 
said the inductees have 
participated in individual 
service projects as well as 
other community-oriented 
activities such as the CROP 
walk, blood drives and the 
Olympiad.

A lesson in selflessness and giving was in focus at MAM, as first-
graders recently donated to the Treats for Troops effort.

Teachers, students and community members banded together to 
collect items for soldiers deployed overseas. They brought in personal 
hygiene items, granola bars, candy, snacks, games and other goods that 
were boxed up and shipped to troops.

“Words can’t describe how proud I am of our community,” said first-
grade teacher Carrie Spoto, 
who helped coordinate the 
collection effort. “I couldn’t 
believe the amount of stuff 
that came in. It’s such a good 
way to give back and let our 
troops know we are thinking 
of them and that we are 
grateful for their service.”

Sharing in that gratitude 
was PCSD’s Director of 
Curriculum Stacie Shaffer, 
who served in the Middle 
East as a member of the US 
Air Force. Shaffer thanked the 

students for their donations and told them that their actions will have a 
big impact on the recipients.

“Some of the things that you have been so gracious to provide, you 
can’t find over there,” Shaffer said. “You are helping people who are 
helping people. I’ve reached out to some of my friends who are serving 
overseas, and they’re excited that you are thinking of them. I want to 
thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

Dear Phoenix Central School District Residents,

The Board of Education and administration have arrived at a budget that we believe balances 
the needs of education with the concerns of our taxpayers. For the 2019-20 school year, we have 
continued to take our responsibility to district residents seriously as we develop the annual school 
budget. The goal for the 2019-20 budget is two-fold:

• To maintain quality school programs and services for our students to learn, grow, and excel, 
and

• To provide our taxpayers with a reasonable tax levy increase that supports these student 
programs and services.

The budget process once again this year was challenging because the district received a modest 
increase in State Aid as most new aid was allocated to downstate schools.  However, the Board of 
Education and I worked diligently to ensure all current academic and extracurricular programs are 
preserved while maintaining a 2% budget increase with a tax levy increase of 1.22%. This levy 
increase is within the 2% tax cap, as required by New York State.   

This year’s budget vote will include the budget proposal and two additional propositions.  One 
proposition will ask voters to continue with our bus replacement schedule by replacing four (4) 
66-passenger buses.  These purchases are 90% aided by New York State. The second proposition will 
ask voters to approve an increase in the amount of $1,917 to assist the Phoenix Public Library with 
operational costs so that they are better able to serve the community. 

I am honored to serve as your superintendent of schools. I truly believe that Phoenix Central School 
District offers a wonderful education and growing experience for our youth.  I appreciate the support 
provided by community members, boosters, parents, staff and students. Without your continued 
support, we would not be able to provide the many opportunities for students. I am especially 
appreciative of the dedication and hard work of our Board of Education that puts countless hours of 
time into achieving the goals of the district.  As always, I encourage you to contact me at  
CByrne@Phoenixcsd.org or 315-695-1555 any time you have a question or concern.   

You are invited to join us in the budget process by attending the public hearing scheduled for Monday, 
May 6th at the JCB High School Cafeteria and by coming out to vote at the EJD Middle School on May 
21st  between the hours of 12:00 noon and 9:00 p.m.

Sincerely,

Superintendent of Schools

2019-20 Budget, Propositions on the Ballot in May

$46.3 million  
(+2.05% or $930,047)

May 21st | noon to 9 p.m.  
at EJD Middle School

May 6th  |  7 pm
JCB High School

OTE DATE

PUBLIC HEARING

TOTAL BUDGET

$17.4 million  
(+1.22% or $211,000)

TAX LEVY

www.phoenixcsd.org

First-grade teacher Carrie Spoto and some of her 
students showcase the items they collected for 
troops, as PCSD’s Director of Curriculum Stacie 
Shaffer thanks them for their contributions. 

Ready to Read
In an effort to get students excited about reading, 
the MAM Parent-Faculty Organization recently 
sponsored a family literacy night. The evening 
included opportunities for students to create their 
own bookmarks, grab a book at the book fair and 
read with a therapy dog. Students also had a chance 
to participate in a story hour reading. 

16 JCB Students 
Inducted Into 
Honor Society

YOUTH OF THE YEAR
EMILIE HILLIARD

ASHLEY MARGREY

President’s 2019
Youth Service Award Winners

Congratulations!

Eric Betts
Garrett Bowman
Erika Brown
Elisabeth Dona
Matthew Doane
Darren Fischel
Caitlin George
Keera Hazen
Megan Hess
Jena Klimaszewski
Tina Li

Erin McArdell
Savanah Neupert
Makayla Newvine
Madison Pelton
Olivia Ripley
Mairin Sgroi
Sarah Thorn
Olivia Thrall
Teresa Uhl
Destiny Whitcomb
Robert Whitcomb
Mark Zogg   

HONOREES

10,000
MORE THAN

HOURS OF 
COMBINED 

COMMUNITY 
SERVICE

Inductees include Isabella Allen, Shay Altman, Sara Brunell, Emma Clark, Sophia 
Crandall, Brielle DeRoberts, Francesca Goodell, Noah Gordon, Alivia Lamphere, Jock Li, 
Christian McKay, Joseph Murphy, Liam Sweeney, Thomas Uhl and Michael VanAuken.

1. Budget Adoption

2. Buses (4) 
(90% aided)

3. Library Budget 
(2.6% increase, $1,917)

PROPOSITIONS

There are three open seats on the 
Board of Education. The candidates 
are listed inside this newsletter in the 
order in which he/she will appear on 
the ballot.

ELECTION OF BOE MEMBERS

Phoenix students recently joined their peers in the 
Oswego County Battle of the Books competition, 
which tested their ability to recall specific information 
from books they have read.  

Battle of the Books is a voluntary reading incentive 
where teams of up to three students read books 
from a list of 10, selected specifically for the battle 
each year, and then answer 16 questions about those 
books that begin, “In which book ...” The teams earn 
up to eight points for each correct title and author. 
Points can also be earned for correct title only with no 
author.  Teams are divided into four levels by grade: 
Level 1: grades 3-4; Level 2: grades 5-6; Level 3: grades 
7-8; and Level 4: grades 9-12.

Pictured (clockwise, from top left) are EJD library 
media specialist Kristy Ryan with Phoenix students 
and Level 3 champions Harleigh Greenleaf and Lyla 
Barrow; Level 4 participants Natasha Zody and Sierra 
Harris; Level 1 team Quinn Mackridge, Camryn Miller 
and Shaylynn Grevelding; and Level 2 representatives 
Conner Klock, Ashley Dean and Gabrielle Ezman.

Teams Compete in Battle of the Books

First-Graders Collect, Donate Treats for Troops

PCSD Music Program Shines
For the ninth consecutive year, the Phoenix 
Central School District’s music program earned 
national recognition with an award as one of 
the Best Communities for Music Education. 
The designation takes into account the efforts 
by teachers, administrators, parents, students and community 
leaders who have made music education part of the curriculum.

Scholar-Athletes Recognized
Thirty-one JCB student-athletes and three varsity teams from the 
winter season earned recognition for academic achievements. 
The New York State Public High School Athletic Association 
honors athletes who have a 90 or higher average for the marking 
period in which he/she participated in a school sport. 
Teams achieving scholar-athlete status for the winter season 
were: girls’ basketball, boys’ track and girls’ track.
Scholar-athletes were: Jason Alberici, Jack Allen, Nicholas 
Vaverchak, Erika Brown, Emma Clark, Brielle DeRoberts, 
Elisabeth Dona, Keera Hazen, Lynee Lesperance, Jadan Bruno, 
Samuel Guthrie, Cole LaPine, Holt Reed, Marcus Berube, Isaiah 
Gordon, Nathan Kosakowski, Sean Stevens, Thomas Uhl, Michael 
VanAuken, Violet Ameele, Sara Brunell, Gianna DeRoberts, Hailey 
Fredericks, Caitlin George, Kirsten Greenleaf, Madison Pelton, 
Madison Watkins, Hannah Gilbert, Grace Arnold, Alexandra Hopps 
and Paige Isabell.
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2018-2019 2019-2020 $ Change

Payment in Lieu of Taxes $33,969 $41,719  $7,750

Sales Tax $6,500 $2,500 $(4,000)

Charges for Services $5,500 $8,500 $3,000

Use of Money $46,000 $91,000 $45,000

Sale of Property $7,450 $10,700           $3,250

Refund of Prior Year $300,000 $300,000 $0

Miscellaneous $3,500 $10,000 $6,500

State Aid - Basic Aid $25,156,879 $25,544,704 $387,825

State Aid - BOCES Aid $2,275,000 $2,550,000 $275,000

State Aid - Textbook Aid $103,585 $99,312 $(4,273)

State Aid - Tech & Library $135,287 $134,193 $(1,094)

Federal Medicaid $50,000 $50,000 $0

Interfund Transfers $50,000 $50,000 $0

Appropriated Fund Balance $0 $0 $(0)

Calculated Tax Levy $17,215,873 $17,426,873 $211,000

TOTAL REVENUES $45,389,453 $46,319,500       $930,047

2019-2020 Budget Revenue
Revenue Sources

Program
70.4%

3 Component Budget

Capital
19.9%

Administrative
9.7%

PROPOSITION #1 - BUDGET ADOPTION
“BE IT RESOLVED that the proposed budget of 

expenditures of the Phoenix Central School District for 
the school year 2019-2020 in the amount of $46,319,500 
and for the purposes shown in the statement of estimated 
expenditures adopted by the Board of Education, be and 
the same hereby is approved and the amount thereof, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by a levy 
of a tax upon the taxable property of the school district, 
after first deducting the monies available from State Aid and 
other sources as provided by law.”

PROPOSITION #2 - PURCHASE OF BUSES
“Shall the Board of Education of the Phoenix Central 

School District be authorized to purchase and finance 
four (4) 66-passenger school buses at an estimated cost 
not to exceed $465,908, all to include furnishings, fixtures 
and equipment required for such purposes and all other 
necessary costs incidental thereto and to expend a total sum 
not to exceed $465,908 which is estimated to be the total 
maximum cost thereof, and levy a tax which is hereby voted 
for the foregoing in the amount of $465,908 which shall be 
levied and collected in annual installments in such years 
and in such amounts as may be determined by the Board of 
Education and in anticipation of the collection of such tax, 
bonds and notes of the District are hereby authorized to 
be issued at one time, or from time to time, in the principal 
amount not to exceed $465,908, and a tax is hereby voted to 
pay the interest on said obligations when due.”

PROPOSITION #3 – LIBRARY LEVY
Resolved, that pursuant to Education Law, Section 

259, the Board of Education of the Phoenix Central School 
District is authorized to levy and collect an annual tax, 
year after year, separate and apart from the annual school 
budget, in the amount of $1,917 (in addition to the current 
annual appropriation of $74,000 for a total of $75,917 
annually), which shall be paid to the Phoenix Public Library 
for the support and maintenance of the library, with this 
appropriated amount to be the annual appropriation until 
thereafter modified by a future vote of the electors of the 
Phoenix Central School District.

2018-2019 2019-2020 $ Change % Change
Board of Education

Board of Education, School Association Dues. District Clerk, Annual Meeting, and Elections

$28,583 $26,838 $(1,316) -4.68%

Central Administration

Superintendent’s Office

$232,781 $240,984 $8,203 +3.52%

Regular School Supervision

Building Offices, Principals & Clerical, Directors of Athletics and Curriculum

$1,476,258 $1,549,089 $72,831 +4.93%

Finance

Business Administration, External Auditor, Internal Auditor, Tax Collection, and Treasurer

$579,044 $533,850 ($45,194) -7.80%

Personnel

Legal Services, Personnel Office, and Public Information

$169,730 $173,872 $4,142 +2.44%

Data Processing & Central Printing

Student Information & Financial Systems, Printing

$340,895 $381,986 $41,091 +12.05%

Liability Insurance & Unclassified $124,234 $127,937 $3,703 +2.98%

BOCES Administrative Charges

Local share of BOCES Administrative Expenses

$748,527 $798,000 $49,473 +6.61%

Employee Benefits $669,494 $658,870 ($10,625) -1.59%

TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE $4,369,117 $4,491,426 $122,309 +2.80%

ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET  

2018-2019 2019-2020 $ Change % Change
Regular School Program 
Instruction, Library & Media, Instructional Technology

$14,387,796 $14,378,958 $(8,838) -0.06%

Special Education Program 
Instruction for Students With Disabilities

$4,208,259 $5,146,010 $937,751 +22.28%

Special Schools 
Reading Summer School, Home Bound Instruction,  
BOCES Summer School & Multi-Occ Programs

$560,307 $535,472 ($24,835) -4.43%

Pupil Services 
Guidance, Health and Psychological Services,  
Extracurricular, Athletic & Performing Arts Activities

$1,501,020 $1,603,080 $102,060 +6.80%

Transportation 
Student Transportation Services

$2,186,182 $2,175,897 ($10,285) -0.47%

Interfund Transfers $87,500 $87,500 $0 0.00%

Employee Benefits $8,720,039 $8,677,826 ($42,213) -0.48%

TOTAL PROGRAM $31,651,104 $32,604,743 $953,640 +3.01%

PROGRAM BUDGET  
Represents the Instructional, Support & Extracurricular Needs of Students.

Represents the Supervisory, Clerical & Business Operations support for Program & Capital Services.

2018-2019 2019-2020 $ Change % Change
Custodial Operation of Plant $2,648,996 $2,621,096 $(27,900) -1.05%

Maintenance of Plant & Grounds $792,992 $777,107 $(15,885) -2.00%

Debt Service
Loan payments for building projects and bus purchases

$5,014,557 $4,925,361 $(89,196) -1.78%

Employee Benefits $812,687 $799,767 $(12,921)         -1.59%

Transfer to Capital  
(Capital Improvement to MAM, EJD, & JCB)

$100,000 $100,000 $0 +0.0%

TOTAL CAPITAL $9,369,232 $ 9,223,331 $(145,902) -1.56%

CAPITAL BUDGET  
Represents the Custodial, Maintenance & Capital Improvement Costs for Building & Grounds Facilities.

TOTAL BUDGET $45,389,453 $46,319,500 $930,047         +2.05%

The New York State Education Department’s regulations 
require a school district’s budget be divided into 
three components: program/instruction, capital, and 
administration. The Phoenix Central School District’s 
budget is allocated to these areas, which can be seen in this 
pie graph and further explained on the next page.

There are three open seats for the Board of Education, 
three of which will each carry a three-year term.  The 
following candidates have completed all the necessary 
paperwork and will appear on the May 21, 2019 voting 
machines in the following order:

1. Diana Cook

2. Robert Southworth

3. James R. Brooker

Board of Education Candidates
Who is Running for the BOE?

What is on the Ballot?
Propositions before PCSD voters May 21st

• U.S. Citizen

• 18 years of age

• School district resident for 30 days 
prior to May 21, 2019

• Registered with Oswego/Onondaga 
County or School District Board of 
Elections

Voter Qualifications

Full Value 
Assessment

Estimated  
18-19 Tax 
with STAR

Estimated  
19-20 Tax 
with STAR

Estimated 
Increase  
with STAR

$50,000 $522.63 $539.41 $16.78

$100,000 $1,891.26 $1,924.82 $33.56

$150,000 $3,259.90 $3,310.24 $50.34

Property Tax Info.

The information below is intended to help 
residents understand the estimated effect on 
property taxes if the proposed budget is approved 
based on current assessed values and a township 
with full 100% assessed value.  An assumption is 
made that the homeowner has applied for and 
receives the basic STAR exemption. 

What Might my School Tax Bill 
Look Like Next Year?

* Updated assessed values and equalization rates are not finalized until 
August. STAR is capped at current law.

Who Can Vote?

May 21st | noon till 9 pm  
at EJD Middle School

May 6th  |  7 pm
JCB High School

OTE DATE

PUBLIC HEARING

Jonathan Dion and Principal 
Thomas Bailer are all smiles 
as they collect the “It Takes a 
Village” award.

JCB Students Earn Prestigious Award
When Advance Media New York put out the call for 

nominations for its 2019 Young & Amazing Awards, one Phoenix 
Central School District parent knew a group that fit the bill.

Sheila Dion nominated the JCB Student Council Leadership 
Organization for the “It takes a Village” award. The honor 
recognizes groups that have done something great in their 
community, and the PCSD leadership team met the criteria for 
volunteering and raising money and awareness for various causes. 
They received the award, along with a $500 scholarship, during a 
recent ceremony at the Everson Museum in Syracuse.

According to JCB Student Council adviser Lisa Spereno, the award was a true team effort and 
the students deserved the recognition for their ongoing contributions to the Phoenix area.

“We have an outstanding group of young people in our community, and the tireless efforts 
of Cathy Lee, our community volunteer liaison, along with the dedication of our Student Council 
creates a true climate of family and service,” Spereno said, noting that she was grateful to 
Dion for nominating the organization. “It is an honor to receive an award which shines light 
on the value of the many who come together to create such opportunities. Phoenix is truly a 
phenomenal ‘village’ to be a part of.”


